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Pillar 1 – Creating an Attractive Business Environment 

Will your party support prompt pay legislation for the construction industry?  

 Yes. Contractors and subcontractors can experience significant financial challenges if they 
don’t receive timely payment, especially for large projects. The Manitoba NDP supports prompt pay 
legislation to help protect contractors and sub-contractors from these potential cash flow challenges 
and ensure they receive payment in a timely manner. A Manitoba NDP government won’t just 
introduce prompt pay legislation – we’ll consult with industry and stakeholders as we develop 
legislation get them passed so that contractors and subcontractors have the protections they need.  

What steps will your party take to create consistency across inspections and legislate service standards 
for permitting and planning? 

The Manitoba NDP understands the importance of streamlined, predictable, transparent and 
consistent inspection and permitting processes to build the housing, schools and care facilities 
needed in our growing communities. A Manitoba NDP government will review the Treasury Board 
Secretariat’s recommendations and work with municipalities to support improvements to building 
permit and inspections to reduce project delays. 

  



Pillar 2 - Reducing Trade Barriers  

If you were to form government, will you adopt the recommendations of the Manitoba Law Reform 
Commission regarding the Limitations of Actions Act?  

We appreciate the important work done by the Manitoba Law Reform Commission. We are 
keen to listen to all stakeholders and to examine ways to improve the Limitations of Acts Act 
including changes to the limitations periods, and as government will review the Limitations of Actions 
Act to ensure that both the rights of consumers and the rights of contractors are properly balanced 
and respected.  

Will you commit to adoption of the 2015 Code as soon as possible and to remove the uncertainty and 
inefficiencies associated with the lack of clarity in this area?  

Yes. Consistency in this area is critical for builders, suppliers and the public. A Manitoba NDP 
government will work with industry, stakeholders, and experts to transition to the 2015 National 
Building Code as soon as possible to adopt best practices in place across the country. 

  



Pillar 3 – Investing in Infrastructure 

Will your party commit to an increase in the investment dollars into schools, aged-care facilities and 
hospitals?  

Yes. We have a serious infrastructure challenge in Manitoba and Brian Pallister’s cuts have 
only made it worse. Working to address it will not only provide the hospitals, care facilities, housing 
and schools needed in our growing communities, it will also create thousands of good jobs for 
Manitobans. Pallister promised to spend $500 million on highways and then immediately broke that 
promise by cutting $150 million from that budget alone. What’s more Pallister has underspent capital 
budgets by 40%, cutting hundreds of millions of dollars and left federal money on the table. These 
cuts to critical capital projects have cost Manitobans thousands of good, family-supporting jobs in the 
construction industry while shifting the costs on to future generations.  

A Manitoba NDP government will improve investments in Manitoba’s roads, schools, hospitals 
and other infrastructure and work with industry and post-secondary institutions to create a Centre of 
Excellence for Infrastructure Innovation – a hub for industry to help leverage innovative practices to 
kick start these much needed projects and build on our strengths.  We have already announced that a 
Manitoba NDP government will move forward with an 80-bed to the Park Manor personal care home 
in Transcona – with more projects to come to address Brian Pallister’s significant infrastructure 
deficit, provide important services for seniors in our communities and to support good construction 
jobs in Manitoba. 

  



Pillar 4 – Building a Skilled Inclusive Workforce  

In what way will your party support existing vocational programs and work with industry to continually 
improve education and participation in the construction industry, such as HSAP, vocational curriculum, 
and promotional events?  

The Manitoba NDP is committed to supporting vocational programs and working with 
industry to support expanded participation in the construction industry – especially for 
underrepresented groups such a women and Indigenous peoples. Investments in infrastructure to 
address Manitoba’s infrastructure deficit depend on an adequate supply of highly trained workers.  

However, Brian Pallister has been putting up barriers to people getting the training they need 
by increasing college tuition by $500 and cutting seats at Red River College. A Manitoba NDP 
government will make tuition more affordable by freezing tuition growth to inflation and keeping 
student loans interest-free so that more students can access training for a career in the trades. We 
are also committed to making Manitoba’s education system more flexible to support to allow 
students to take different pathways – including into the trades. We would create a world- class online 
education planner that will show which skills are in the highest demand in Manitoba and help chart a 
path to acquiring these skills. And we will end the freeze on funding for colleges instituted by Pallister 
while creating a credit-transfer system so students can move easily between institutions to ensure 
they get the training they need to move to the workforce.  

Will your party maintain and renew a focus on basic math, reading and writing skills to ensure recent 
graduates are fully prepared to enter the workforce as young adults? 

Basic math, reading and writing skills are the foundation for students’ success in the 
workforce. Unfortunately, Brian Pallister has been taking our education system in the wrong direction 
by removing the cap on small class sizes for our youngest learners. That means students now have 
less one-on-one time with teachers to help support those foundational skills they rely on. And there is 
more damage to come - Pallister’s review of public education is laying the groundwork for further 
cuts to our schools.  

A Manitoba NDP government will restore the cap on class sizes so that teachers are able to 
provide more one-on-on supports build these foundational skills. We will also free up teachers to 
teach math, reading and writing by investing in better supports in schools – including healthy food 
and mental health supports as well as hiring more Educational Assistants for support in the 
classroom. These improved supports will help kids overcome barriers outside the classroom, such as 
hunger, poverty and mental-health challenges, and help them focus on acquiring the basic math, 
reading and writing skills that they will rely on in their careers. 


